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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
0.A.NO. 727/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

In Re: News Item Titled “Endangered Gangetic Dolphin found in most
tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation”.

Versus
Wildlife Institute of India & Ors. ...Respondents
INDEX
S. No. Particulars Pg. No.
L. Response Affidavit on behalf of Respondent No. 9 1-4

2. Annexure Al
Copy of the authorization letter dated 04.12.2025 5
bearing number 1903/29-1.

3. Annexure A2

Copy of the letter dated 13.03.2026 bearing number
3541/29-1 sent by the Director, Rajaji Tiger Reserve,
Uttarakhand to the Director, Wildlife Institute of India.

4. Annexure A3
Copy the letter dated 23.03.2026 bearing number
WII/RB-NMCG/2019 sent by Director, Wildlife 7

Institute of India to the Director, Rajaji Tiger Reserve,
Uttarakhand.
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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI
O.A.NO. 727/2024

IN THE MATTER OF:

In Re: News Item Titled “Endangered Gangetic Dolphin found in most
tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation”.

Versus

Wildlife Institute of India & Ors. ...Respondents

RESPONSE AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OFRESPONDENT NO. 9

I, Dr. Koko Rose, aged about
43 years, S/o Sh. Rupfuhu
Rose, am presently posted as
Director, Rajaji Tiger Reserve,

Uttarakhand, Dehradun.
|
=
DEPONENT

affirm and state as

I, the above-named deponent, do hereby solemnly
follows:
1. That the deponent is presently posted as Director, Rajaji Tiger Reserve,

Uttarakhand, Dehradun and has been duly authorized by Respondent

No, 9 1.e. PCCF and Chief Wildlife Warden, Govt. of Uttarakhand vide
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letter dated 04.12.2025 bearing number 1903/29-1 to file response
affidavit on his behalf and in this capacity, I am fully aware of the facts
and circumstances of the present case based on the official records and
as such, 1 am competent to depose the present affidavit. Copy of the
authorization letter dated 04.12.2025 bearing number 1903/29-1 is
annexed as Annexure Al.

. That the above captioned Original Application No. 727/2024 titled
“News Item Titled ‘Endangered Gangetic Dolphin found in most
tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation’ appearing in
Mongabay-India dated 20-05-2024” was listed before the Hon’ble
National Green Tribunal, New Delhi, wherein the Hon’ble Tribunal
passed directions vide its order dated 26.11.2025 directing all the
respondents to file replies.

. That further directions were passed on the next date of hearing i.e.
18.02.2026 directing Respondent No. 7 and Respondent No. 9 to appear
virtually and clarify their stand, and the matter was adjourned for
29.05.2026.

. That in compliance of the above orders, the Principal Chief Conservator

of Forest and Chief Wildlife Warden, Govt. of Uttarakhand vide letter

R

Py )



178

dated 04.12.2025 bearing number 1903/29-] (already annexed g

Annexure — Al) directed the deponent to take necessary action.

5. That in compliance, the deponent sent aletter dated 13.03.2026 bearing
number 3541/29-1 to the Director, Wildlife_lnstitute of India, Dehradun,
stating that as per the records available with the state, there are no
Gangetic Dolphins present within the territory of Uttarakhand. Vide the
said letter, the deponent sought for any records which are available with
Respondent No. 1 i.e. Wildlife Institute of India regarding Gangetic
Dolphin’s presence in Uttarakhand. Copy of the letter dated 13.03.2026

bearing number 3541/29-1 sent by the Director, Rajaji Tiger Reserve,
Uttarakhand to the Director, Wildlife Institute of India isann‘exed as
Annexure A2.

6. That in reply to the said letter dated 13.03.2026, the Director, Wildlife
Institute of India, Dehradun, vide its letter dated 23.03.2026 bearing

number WII/RB-NMCG/2019%has provided the following information:

“However, we have not recorded the Gangetic Dolphin in river

Ganga flowing through Uttarakhand State.”

Copy the letter dated 23.03.2026 bearing number WII/RB-

NMCG/2019sent by Director, Wildlife Institute of India to the Director,
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. That the de sk 1% & e ; i
7 ¢ deponent is a responsible Government servant having highest

Y -, iy - » S 4] ~ T..* N e
regard for the Hon'ble Tribunal and has made sincere efforts to comply

with its orders and shall continue to do so.

“ DEPONENT

VERIFICATION

Verified at Dehradun, Uttarakhand on fgf day of May 2026 that the
contents of the above affidavit are true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief, no part of it is false and nothing material has been

concealed therefrom.

i ng_;h- b
.b.dvor,nm L

nstrict ' g‘NG’ lqug{ié
o3 12002 I/ This affidavit ig sworn before me by
e Ne-S ) 5
- o/ Shri euefs ...tQ.&TC.Q....@M
£ UT/"/ who is identified by Shri

at Dehradun on

(Rajendra Sin
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Sub: Orﬂigénal‘ App!ica_tion No. ’{2?12024 (LA, No. 755/2025) regarding the news item titled “Endangered
Glcngerfc Dofp_mns found in most tributaries of Ganges prompting urgent conservation” published in
Mongabay-India dated 20.05.2024 - reg.

Ref: Letter no. 3541/21-5-Dehradun dated 13 March 2026.

Dear Sir,

Original Application No. 727/2024 (1.A. No. 755/2025) before the Hon'ble

This is in connection with the
New Delhi, concerning the reported presence of Gangetic Dolphins in

National Green Tribunal (NGT),
tributares of the Ganga.

ildlife Institute of India has been conducting river surveys in the
n the Ganga Basin, including Uttarakhand. However, we have not
g ctice i

rakhand state.

With regard to the informaticn sought, the W
Ganga River and its tributaries, since 2018, i
ded the Gangetic dolphin in River Ganga flowing through Utta

recor
This is submitted for your Kind consideration and further necessary action.
With regards,
Digitally signed by
Gobind Sagar Bhardwa]
Date: 23-03-2026
15:03:28
(Dr. G.S. Bharadwaj, IFS)
y Director
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